The right number- Sunday 31* August 2014

“First of all, then, | urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made
on behalf of all men, *for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. > This is good and acceptable in the sight
of God our Savior, * who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. ° For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, ® who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at the proper
time.”1.Tim.2:1-6

Beloved in The Lord,

All of us have a phone or a number of phones, and we all know that in order to reach the
intended person, we need to dial the right number. A number of years ago, early in the
morning, our home phone rang and awakened us from sleep. The caller asked if we were
the Fire service. It was clear that the person had dialled the wrong number.

If you want to call my mobile you must dial 0412 024 476. If even one of the numbers is
different, or you change the order of them, you will not reach me on my phone, you will call
someone else. | think this is something that we all understand very well. With our modern
phones, we can now program in a person’s number and name, and so when we call we just
select the name and the phone automatically dials the number. It is designed to make life
easier but still has its traps. For instance | have at least 4 lvars in my phone and two with
similar, but different surnames. | have on occasion been surprised that the wrong Ivars has
answered my call. Of course it is because | have selected the wrong one.

Having said all of this, | would now like to carry these thoughts over to our relationship with
Almighty God. We could say that if we desire for God to hear and answer our prayers, we
must call Him using the right number. We must call Him, using the number that He has
revealed to us in His Holy Word — The Bible.

Many, many people pray, but many of those prayers never reach God’s throne, and are not
accepted by Him, because they are coming via the wrong number. We must come to God
using His prescribed number so to speak.

If you want contact with the one and only true God, then you must realise that neither
Mohammed, nor Buddha, nor Krishna, can get you there. Our text today bears out the truth
that we find all throughout the New Testament, namely that there is one God, and one
mediator between God and men, the man Jesus Christ.

There is only one number, only one way, only one source, by which we can approach God,
and that is Jesus Christ. So many people, and tragically so many so called Christian Churches
teach that Jesus is only one of many acceptable numbers, For example many pray through
“saints” or through “Mary”.

Many years ago, | had an interesting conversation with a taxi driver. He was clearly Roman
Catholic and we began a discussion about matters of faith. He told me that he always
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prayed to Mary and asked me what | thought about that. | responded by saying “Why talk to
the secretary when you can talk to the president directly.” He nearly drove the taxi into a
lamp post! | went on to explain that we need to pray to God through Jesus, and not through
Mary or any other saint. | tried to explain to him that we have a direct line, an open line in
Jesus and that we need no other mediator between God and man. In fact that there simply
is no other mediator between God and man. He responded by saying that he didn’t feel
worthy to talk to Jesus. | explained to him that neither am |, in fact no one is worthy on their
own merits. Then | told him that Jesus out of His tremendous love and mercy, through His
shed blood, by His grace, has opened the line of communication for us. It is a gift of God’s
amazing grace, and that because of Jesus sacrifice, we can come boldly to God’s throne of
grace.

Our text today bears this out in verses 5-6:“For there is one God, and one mediator also
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the
testimony given at the proper time.”
There is one God, and one mediator between God and man — the man Jesus Christ. It is vital
that we understand this truth fully. There is only one way, not many. There is only one
truth, not many truths. There is life only in Jesus. There is only one path to God and that is
Jesus himself. He said:

“l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me”
(In.14:6).

Jesus could not have made it any clearer or any more simple than that, yet so many simply

do not get it. So many are still dialing the wrong number or heading along the wrong path.

There are so many that think that they can change things in the Bible, and that God will still
accept them and hear their prayers. However, if you twist Scripture, remove certain texts,,

or alter them, then it is no longer the Truth. It may still look the same to the untrained eye,
but you have changed the nature of it.

Recently upon arriving in Latvia, | had the sim card in my phone changed, so that | could
make cheaper calls. From the outside my phone looked exactly the same as before, but it
had changed. It now had a different number. People calling my number 0412 024 476 could
no longer reach me on that handset, because the sim was different.

We have to be on our guard all the time that we do not alter or substitute God’s Word with
something foreign. There are Churches that teach that Jesus is one of many ways to God.
They have altered the truth, of Jesus statement that “No one can come to the Father except
through Me.” They have altered this to win the approval and acceptance of men.

This raises the question why? Why do people not want to accept that Jesus is The Way and
the only way? | believe that in order to accept that Jesus is the only way, we need to
surrender all to Him, and so many people are simply not prepared to do that.

All of the world’s religions with the exception of true Christianity, teach you that you have
to do something to earn God’s favour. But that is a lie. God tells us through Christ Jesus that
He loves us, and that there is absolutely nothing that we can do to earn His love. He loves us
as we are. God loved us even before we came into existence. God tells us through Jesus:
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“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).

There is nothing for us to do, except to put our trust in Jesus believing in Him. We just need
to accept His gift of love. He has done it all! On Good Friday as He died, Jesus said “It is
finished!” It is finished, the work of salvation has been completed. As He died, the great
heavy curtain in the Temple, that separated the Holy of Holies from the rest of the
sanctuary, tore open from the top to the bottom.

Jesus, by shedding His Holy, precious and innocent blood, had opened the way for sinners to
come to God directly. The telephone line was open.

Many people cannot accept the simplicity of this. Paul wrote that the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, to those who do not believe. Our natural tendency is to think that
there is something that we must do, that we must in some way earn God’s favour, that we
must win over God. The truth is that it has all already been done. Jesus said “It is finished.”

Praise God we have a mediator between God and man —The Lord Jesus Christ. He is more
than our mediator, He is our dearest and best friend who loves us. Through Him, we have
the number that connects us with Almighty God. Someone coined the phrase “Royal
Telephone” and wrote a song with that title.

Through Jesus, the line is never busy, always available, and never disconnected. God is
always at the other end. He listens to us and He answers our prayers. Not always as we
would desire, but always for our ultimate good and blessing.

Jesus said something very powerful about this telephone line:

“You did not choose Me but | chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My
name He may give to you” (John 15:16).

Very powerful words indeed. “so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may
give to you... “ Jesus made this promise more than once. Where two or three gather
together in His name and are agreed upon what they ask according to God’s will, they will
get a positive response from The Father. This does not mean that we can treat prayer as a
vending machine where we press the buttons and get the candy bar. To pray in Jesus name
is to trust in Him and to seek His will, To submit and surrender to the will of God. To
completely surrender all to Him.

Out of His great love for us, God had graciously given us the royal telephone line. It is free, it
is His gift of love. We must learn to use it properly.

°Paul wrote to the Thessalonians to “pray without ceasing”.

Keep the handset close to your ear all the time, close to your heart as well. Maintain a living
and true contact with God always and everywhere.

May God help us.

Pastor Colvin MacPherson Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Sydney.

All Bible quotations taken from New American Standard Bible.
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